Cornwall v Berkshire at Camborne 11/12/13 July 2004
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A brilliant unbeaten century from Berkshire opener Richard Howitt was the highlight of the opening day's play in Cornwall's Minor Counties Championship game with Berkshire at Camborne.  The 26 year old left hander dominated play on a day which saw 42 overs lost due to a rain delayed start.  Howitt, who played for his native Lincolnshire before moving south, still makes a weekly 'commute north ' from his Oxford teaching post to play club cricket for Bourne.  He cracked a six and 18 fours, off 214 balls, in a chanceless innings to reach 118 at the close.  He put the bad ball away and played a number of glorious drives through the covers, which sped over the quickly drying outfield.  With 22 overs still available on day 2 he will no doubt be eyeing his championship career best of 170 made at Alderley Edge against Cheshire last year.

The day ended in sunshine but a wet morning in Camborne meant no play before lunch, and it took a couple of afternoon inspections before umpires Guy Randall-Johnston and Mike Moran gave the go ahead for a 3.20pm start, after the surrounds had dried sufficiently.  Former Essex pro Paul Prichard, stood in  at the toss for usual skipper Julian Wood, currently cricket touring in Sri Lanka,  no doubt a tad warmer than  yesterday's chilly Roskear.  A late change in the Cornwall line up saw Martin Pearce replace David Roberts, who aggravated a foot injury on Saturday for Troon against Truro.  Cornish skipper Tom Sharp elected to bowl first and in overcast conditions Lee Caddy made an early strike.  He had Jon Perkins lbw in the fifth over, with the total on 13.  The Truro seamer, bowling with pace downhill, then got Bjorn Mordt (of Norwegian descent)  to edge to Gavin Edwards behind the stumps for 5.  Prichard  joined Howitt and showed his experience of almost two decades in the first class game.  He was undone though from a beauty from Driver who had switched to the scorebox end.  He hit a six and 3 fours in 33 balls at the crease.  Steve Naylor looked in good touch making 27 but was also 'castled' by Driver , shouldering arms to make it 131-4.  Hopes of making further inroads into the visitors batting were thwarted by former Leicestershire player Carl Crowe, who added 61 with Howitt.  James Hands got the breakthrough to have the former 'Foxes' man caught by Jon Kent in close.  Samir Patel quietly help add 34 for the sixth wicket over the closing 12 overs of the day to leave the 'Royal County' in position to push on this morning, with hopes of reaching maximum batting points at 325 in the 90 over first innings allocation.  Caddy took 2-53 from 13 overs and Driver 2-63 in a 20 over spell, before he had to leave the field  with an upset stomach.  Leg spinner Michael Munday didn't have much luck and went for four an over while Hands sent down 9 tidy overs to take 1-16.  Play continues at Roskear at 11am this morning.

Day 2 

Berkshire's acting skipper Paul Prichard  is holding the key, literally, to the final day scenario in Cornwall's Minor Counties Championship game at Camborne.  The former Essex star is 70 not out overnight with his team 266 runs ahead with 8 second innings wickets remaining.  All looks set for some 'crash - bang' this morning before the calculators come out with Prichard wanting to give his bowlers as much time as possible to force a final day win.

Despite the morning not going quite to plan it was the visitors day thanks to some positive cricket. Cornwall were bowled out for only 181 in under 60 overs.  Then in the 28 remaining overs Berkshire wasted no time in building a sizeable advantage with a run rate of over five an over as the boundaries  flowed in the evening sunshine.

Earlier it had been Cornwall's first hour though  with Richard Howitt only adding 11 to his overnight total before cutting at left armer James Hands, only to see keeper Gavin Edwards hold onto a fine catch.  Howitt made 129 and his partner Samir Patel went soon after, run out for 16.  Hands then picked up the cheap wickets of James Kingstone and Tom Lambert to end with figures of 4-29 from 19.1 overs.  Last man Mike O'Sullivan struck Tom Sharp, bowling from the scorebox end, for a straight six before a mix up saw a second run out to end the innings at 280 with only 5 balls of the quota unused.    Bad news for the Duchy however was the sight of Jon Kent having to leave the field with a shoulder injury when throwing for a run out chance.  After being checked out in hospital he returned to the ground but was unable to bat yesterday and is only likely to  do so today in the event of exceptional circumstances.

It didn't take long for further Cornish gloom to descend  as in the opening over of their innings Martin Pearce had to play at one that left him from Nick Denning with Steve Naylor gleefully snapping up the chance at 2nd slip.   The new ball also accounted for Gary Thomas  when Denning, bowling up wind from the pavilion end, got him to nick to keeper Kingstone in the 7th over.  Ryan Driver and Hands  took it to lunch, but not without a few scares.  Driver was again looking impressive, dealing almost exclusively in boundaries.  He was unbeaten on 34 at the interval  and found the fence for a 9th time after the restart.  Having made 40 he fell to Carl Crowes's off breaks, Prichard taking the catch at slip.  Hands exited five overs later also caught at slip then a third big post lunch blow as Tom Sharp was lbw to Crowe.  With Kent in the casualty ward effectively Cornwall were 90-6. Two young Premiership skippers, Chris Hunkin and Alex Tunnadine combined to add 38 over 11 overs with Hunkin playing his shots to give hope.  Tunnadine, looking to force the pace, gave the keeper a second catch before tea then before tables had been cleared Hunkin, on 42 including 7 fours,  hit a full toss to mid wicket in the over following the resumption.   The end came soon after at 181 all out - 99 adrift and the prospect of batting last.

Jon Perkins was soon indicating Berkshire's second innings intention hitting six boundaries off just 16 balls before falling to Driver.  Bjorn Mordt  went cheaply for the second time in the match but first innings centurion Howitt and Prichard entertain the crowd with a 99 unbroken stand in quick time in the evening sunshine.  Howitt  (41no) was happy to see Prichard (70 no) go onto the attack, with a six and 11 classy  fours.  With power to add there should be some morning fireworks before the home team face a potentially long day. 

Day 3

Cornwall's disappointing season continued yesterday when they went down, at Camborne,  to a third defeat in four Minor Counties Championship games this season.  The final margin, was by 96 runs, which was perhaps a little flattering, as it was only reduced  to double figures thanks to a plucky last wicket stand between Michael Munday and Lee Caddy. They delayed the inevitable until a quarter of an hour after tea,  having  put on a lively 61 in 42 minutes, with Caddy hitting a County best of 47.

In the morning, the Berkshire declaration came a little earlier than was generally expected.  Skipper Paul Prichard was in no mood for hanging around with James Hands being the unfortunate bowler.  Having graced the first class circuit for much of the eighties and nineties the temptation of  Roskear's long on  boundary proved too much as the old railroad  was brought  into play. Cornwall's  left armer was hit  for successive sixes in both his third and fourth overs of the morning.  In between Prichard quietly pushed Ryan Diver to square leg to bring up his century.  Next ball it was Richard Howitt raising his bat, again!  The left hander, whose first day century put his team in the box seat, reached another fifty.    Prichard called it a day after  just 8 overs in less than half an hour, which had seen 65 added.  His 114 not out included 5 sixes and 12 fours off 91 balls.

Cornwall needed, a very fair, 322 off a minimum of 94 overs, but it wasn't long before the alarm bells were ringing.  Martin Pearce shouldered arms to a straight ball in the sixth over from left armer Mike O'Sullivan,  which knocked over off stump.   Then Gary Thomas had a rare ball, on the day,  that kept low .  He had no chance and the County had lost both openers for 21.  Driver flicked his first ball for four, off his legs, but there was to be no last day heroics from the Truro all rounder. He drove at O'Sullivan only to find Tom Lambert, grandson incidentally  of Truro 1st XI scorer Brain Heard, at mid off.  There was further big disappointment for the home faithful  before lunch when Tom Sharp went without scoring, with quickie Nick Denning having him caught at slip.  With Jon Kent not being able to bat due to a shoulder injury sustained the previous day  Cornwall were effectively 75-5 at the interval and still at least 73 overs to play.  Chris Hunkin was looking in good form again and batted for an hour for his 27 before Lambert got one to pop from the pavilion end.  Hunkin looked bemused as Howitt held onto the simple lobbed catch in the  gully.  Hands had kept an end intact for  over two hours and reached his sixth championship fifty before being brilliantly caught low handed at slip by Prichard, following a ricochet off wicket-keeper Kingstone .  

O' Sullivan, unusually,  switched styles from left arm seam to spin and got Edwards to drive to Crowe at mid off then Alex Tunnadine went  for a well made 31 with Patel holding the catch.    It was an innings of  60 balls that had included a glorious straight six into the Heathcoats ground.  Last man Caddy strode in with only 164 on the board, but the last rites had to be put on hold for over an hour that encompassed tea.  Caddy played his shots and smashed three sixes, including one imperious one which was still climbing as it disappeared over the Roskear dressing rooms.  He added 3 fours for good measure and with Michael Munday defending resolutely at the other end the pair had the audacity to  be still in situ, and march off at tea, as the visitors bowlers lost the plot somewhat.  Just as at Trowbridge, a month back, the final session of the match only lasted a few minutes however  with O'Sullivan knocking back Caddy's stump - three runs short of what would have been a deserved maiden fifty.  The Reading bowler returned match winning figures of 5 for 59 off 20.3 overs.  Cornwall were left to ponder the three days proceedings over a post match pep talk and the need to regroup for the tough trip to Exmouth in early August.

Day 1

Berkshire

JR Perkins lbw b Caddy 10

RWJ Howitt not out 118

BHD Mordt c Edwards b Caddy 5

PJ Prichard b Driver 21

SP Naylor b Driver 27

CD Crowe c Kent b Hands 20

SS Patel not out 6

To bat: JH Kingstone (wk), TL Lambert. MJ O'Sullivan, NA Denning

Extras 19

Total (5 wkts, 68 overs) 226

Fall: 15-45-98-131-192

Bowling: Caddy 13-0-53-2, Driver 20-3-63-2, Hunkin 12-3-45-0, Munday 11-1-41-0, Hands 9-2-16-1, Sharp 3-3-0-0

Cornwall: TG Sharp (capt), GM Thomas, JM Hands, RC Driver, JP Kent, AR Tunnadine, AM Pearce, CA Hunkin, GD Edwards (wk), LM Caddy, MK Munday

Umpires G Randall-Johnson & M Moran

Points Cornwall 2, Berkshire 2

Day 2

Berkshire 1st Innings (overnight 226-5: Howitt 118no, Patel 6no)

RWJ Howitt c Edwards b Hands 129

SS Patel run out 16

JH Kingstone b Hands 4  

TL Lambert not out 16

NA Denning c Tunnadine b Hands 1

MJ O'Sullivan run out 11 

Extras 20

Total (89.1 overs) 280

Fall cont: 6-247, 7-248, 8-259, 9-263, 10-280

Bowling: Caddy 13-0-53-2, Driver 20-3-63-2, Hunkin 12-3-45-0, Munday 11-1-41-0, Hands 19.1-4-29-4, Sharp 14-5-40-0

Cornwall 1st Innings 

AM Pearce c Naylor b Denning 0

GM Thomas c Kingstone b Denning 9

JM Hands c Crowe b Lambert 24

RC Driver c Prichard b Crowe 40

TG Sharp lbw b Crowe 10

CA Hunkin c Perkins b Patel 42

AR Tunnadine c Kingstone b Denning 11

GD Edwards b Lambert 21

MK Munday not out 4

LM Caddy c Prichard b Patel 1

JP Kent absent injured

Extras 19

Total (59.1 overs) 181

Fall: 1-0, 2-19, 3-76, 4-82, 5-90, 6-128, 7-170, 8-176, 9-181

Bowling: Denning 13-1-67-3, O' Sullivan 16-2-19-0, Crowe 18-9-31-2, Lambert 14-5-41-2, Naylor 3-1-10-0, Patel 5.2-1-11-2

BERKSHIRE 2nd Innings

JR Perkins c Pearce b Driver 25

RWJ Howitt not out 41

BHD Mordt c Driver b Caddy 4

PJ Prichard not out 70

Extras 17

Total (2 wkts, 28 overs) 157

Fall 1-34, 2-58

Bowling: Driver 5-0-45-1, Caddy 6-2-21-1, Hunkin 2-0-21-0, Hands 8-0-25-0, Munday 2-0-14-0, Sharp 5-1-20-0

Umpires G Randall-Johnson & M Moran

Points Cornwall 5, Berkshire 7

Berkshire lead by 256 with 8 second innings wickets standing

Day 3

BERKSHIRE 2nd Innings

RWJ Howitt not out 58

PJ Prichard not out 114

Extras 21

Total (2 wkts, 36 overs) 222

Fall 1-34, 2-58

Bowling: Driver 9-0-66-1, Caddy 6-2-21-1, Hunkin 2-0-21-0, Hands 12-0-65-0, Munday 2-0-14-0, Sharp 5-1-20-0

CORNWALL 2nd Innings (set 322 to win in a minimum of 94 overs)

AM Pearce b O’Sullivan 6

GM Thomas b Denning 5

JM Hands c Prichard b Crowe 56

RC Driver c Lambert b O’ Sullivan 14

TG Sharp c Crowe b Denning 0

CA Hunkin c Howitt b Lambert 27

AR Tunnadine c Crowe b O’Sullivan 31

GD Edwards c Patel b O’ Sullivan 4

MK Munday not out 9

LM Caddy b O Sullivan 47

JP Kent absent injured 

Extras 26

Total (68.3 overs) 225

Fall: 1-15, 2-21, 3-44, 4-45, 5-104, 6-142, 7-157, 8-164, 9-225

Bowling: Denning 14-4-36-2, O Sullivan 20.3-5-59-5, Lambert 12-3-40-1, Crowe 20-1-62-1, Patel 2-0-12-0

Umpires G Randall-Johnson & M Moran

Berkshire (23pts) beat Cornwall (5pts) by 96 runs

Points Cornwall 5, Berkshire 7

