Minor Counties Championship

Devon v Cornwall at Exmouth on 8/9/10 August 2004

Scroll down for card
Cornwall upset the odds to record a memorable win at Exmouth in the Minor Counties Championship.  It was the first win on Devon soil in the championship since the four wicket win at Exmouth 25 years ago in 1979. Devon, top of the table with four successive wins, were expected to progress serenely towards yet another Western title but a determined Duchy produced their performance of the season to shock the home team.  Cornwall dominated the match completely to take a maximum 24 points and, depending on results elsewhere, might have given themselves a chance of C & G Trophy qualification next season, if Dorset can be seen off in the final game at St Austell starting on Sunday 22nd August.  As for Devon it seems results elsewhere came out in their favour this week to still leave them as favourites to lift the title.

Skipper Tom Sharp was delighted with the win.  He said “It was an outstanding victory, particularly having lost the toss against a strong Devon side.  So many contributed but I’m 

very pleased with the efforts of bowlers Gary Rollins and Lee Caddy who took 17 wickets in the match between them”.  Team Manager  Godfrey Furse was equally upbeat. “We played excellently, a terrific performance.  Caddy and Rollins unsettled the Devon batsmen and our batting was awesome”.

After a prompt start rain cut the first day to only 54 overs but  excellent quick bowling from Falmouth’s Rollins, on his championship debut, had the home team reduced to 220-9 in gloomy conditions at the close. On the second morning Rollins claimed his fifth wicket at a cost of 68 runs to bowl Devon out for 231.   Cornwall then  had the most memorable of days with the bat.  For the first time ever three Cornish batsmen made a century in the same innings of a game.  A feat that had not even been achieved in both innings of the same match before.  Gary Thomas was the first to his century and created a personal milestone when he equalled the all time record of 12 hundreds achieved by Malcolm Dunstan in 1986. Then Ryan Driver and Tom Sharp took the Devon attack apart as both reached three figures, and in doing so broke the all time County Record for the fifth wicket with their stand of 179.  Cornwall reached 419-6 in their allotted 90 overs.

Devon, in their second innings had 11 overs to bat  and were left reeling at 42-4 at the close, on the second evening with Rollins and Caddy taking 2 wickets.  Two early wickets fell on the final day and at 62-6 a finish before lunch looked possible.  However Nick Hancock (79) and a gritty innings from nightwatchman Arwyn Jones, who added 117 in 3 hours either side of lunch, gave the good sized support from Cornwall some concern .  Midway through the afternoon session Rollins was recalled from the sea end and got the breakthrough, having Hancock caught behind by Carl Gazzard, one on his 9 victims behind the stumps in the match.  The end then came quicky with Rollins taking 5-50 to end with match figures of 10-118.  Thomas and Gazzard knocked off the 16 required to give Cornwall the sweet taste of victory with around 40 overs to spare to end a run of  thirteen successive trips across the Tamar without a Championship victory.  For good measure it was the first ten wicket win by Cornwall for a decade.

DEVON First Innings 

M P Hunt c Gazzard b Smeeth 31 

A V Suppiah b Caddy 20 

R I Dawson c Gazzard b Rollins 1 

A J Pugh c Price b Hunkin 87 

D F Lye c Gazzard b Driver 1 

C M Mole b Caddy 14 

N D Hancock c sub (M Pearce) b Rollins 14 

D G Court c&b Rollins 31 

A J Procter c Gazzard b Rollins 2 

I E Bishop not out 9

A Jones b Rollins
5

Extras 
16

Total (62.2 overs) 231
Fall: 37-38-105-106-145-171-175-178-219-231

Bowling: Rollins 21.2-4-68-5, Caddy 17-1-60-2, Hunkin 9-3-29-1, Driver 12-3-63-1, Smeeth 3-1-5-1.

.

CORNWALL First  Innings

G M Thomas b Jones 100

C M Gazzard c & b Hancock 14

D J Roberts c Hancock b Jones 15

B P Price c Lye b Jones 20

R C Driver lbw b Hancock 115

T G Sharp c Lye b Jones 113

C A Hunkin not out 16

G A Rollins not out 2

Extras 24

Total (for 6 wkts, 90 overs) 419

Fall: 40-77-112-208-387-415

Bowling: Bishop 20-2-86-0, Hancock 24-2-130-2, Procter 21-7-87-0, Dawson 5-1-1-11-1, Jones 20-4-88-3

DEVON Second Innings

M P Hunt c Gazzard b Rollins 5

A V Suppiah b Rollins 13

R I Dawson lbw b Caddy 1

A J Pugh b Caddy 17

A Jones c Sharp b Rollins 34 
D F Lye c Price v Caddy 0 
C M Mole lbw b Smeeth 11 
N D Hancock c Gazzard b Rollins 79 
D G Court c Hunkin b Rollins 9 
A J Procter c Gazzard b Caddy 9 
I E Bishop not out 4 
Extras 21 
TOTAL (73.2 overs) 203 

Fall: 12-13-25-40-43-62-179-181-199-203

Bowling: Rollins 21-5-50-5, Caddy 13.2-1-36-4, Smeeth 14-6-33-1, Driver 11-1-35-0, Sharp 9-3-26-0, Hunkin 5-1-16-0. 


CORNWALL Second Innings 

G M Thomas not out 11  

C M Gazzard not out 5 
Extras 1 
TOTAL (2.4 overs) 18 

Bowling: Bishop 1.4-0-15-0, Hancock 1-0-2-0. 


Umpires: S Kuhlmann & T Beale 


Cornwall (24pts) bt Devon (4pts) by 10 wkts 


.

Cornwall beat Devon by 4 wkts at Exmouth in 1979 

Since 26 Championship games 1 win, 10 defeats, 15 draws 

The win was at Truro rain affected match in 1998 

13 successive trips to Devon without success 

Three 100s in an innings never before. Never before in a match (both innings) even. 

Only 14 times in the 760 games in 100 years have there been two hundreds in a Cornwall innings. 

Gary Thomas equalled Malcolm Dunstans 12 centuries 

Sharp/ Driver new all time 5th wicket record for the county beating 164 Eric Willcock / Chris Ollerenshaw v Bucks at Falmouth 1983
Rollins 10 wickets in the match on championship debut
