Cornwall v Dorset at St Austell – Sun /Mon/ Tue 22/23/24 August

Day 1 Report

Honours ended just about even after the opening day of Cornwall's vital Minor Counties Championship clash with Dorset at St Austell yesterday.  It is  a game Cornwall must win to have a chance of qualifying for next year's Cheltenham & Gloucester Trophy.  After being put in the Duchy reached 252-8 from the 76.1 overs possible before rain intervened for a third time during the late afternoon to bring a premature close just before half past six.  With a very poor forecast for the day the fact that only 34 overs were lost was something of a relief.  Ryan Driver's great batting form for the County continued and he is in range of a third county century this year at 73 not out overnight.

Cornwall had an early setback losing Gary Thomas in the second over to Rupes Kitzinger for 0.  Carl Gazzard and David Roberts (29) added 65 for the second wicket and then Ben Price with 21 added a further 52 to get the total to  a promising 118-2.  A mini collapse saw Gazzard fall to spinner Tom Hicks for 62 then seamer Damian Worrad accounted for Price and skipper Tom Sharp, who was caught behind for 3 at 124-5.  Driver found support from Chris Hunkin who made 16  before falling to Reg Keates.  Alex Tunnadine, who came back into the originally named team to replace Gary Rollins, was lbw to Richard Pineo for 7.  Ben Smeeth saw the 200 up before being stumped by Park and  becoming a third victim for Hicks.  The off spinner, in a long spell, bowled 30.1 overs and conceded only 71 runs. Driver held the innings together to make an unbeaten 73 at the close and found good support from England Under 19 player Michael Munday who ended on 11 not out.  The pair have so far put on 47 for the ninth wicket and with almost 14 overs still available Cornwall will be looking to at least reach a third batting bonus points at 275 this morning.

Toss Dorset

CORNWALL 1st Innings

GM Thomas lbw b Kitzinger 0

CM Gazzard c Thurgood b Hicks 62

DJ Roberts c Treagus b Hicks 29

BP Price b Worrad 21

RC Driver not out 73

TG Sharp c Park b Worrad 3

CA Hunkin c Hicks b Keates 16

AR Tunnadine lbw b Pineo 9

BA Smeeth st Park b Hicks 6

MK Munday not out 11

Extras 22

Total (8 wkts, 76.1 overs) 252

Fall: 1-1, 2-66, 3-118, 4-118, 5-124, 6-150, 7-176, 8-205

To Bat LM Caddy

Bowling: RW Pineo 14-1-63-1, RC Kitzinger 12-3-41-1, D Worrad 8-1-26-2, TC Hicks 30-1-10-71-3, RC Keates 12-4-29-1

Dorset : P J Deakin (Capt), G R Treagus, N J Thurgood, R L Keates, D J Cowley, N Harrison-Smith, C Park (wk), T C Hicks, R W Pineo, , R C Kitzinger, D J L Worrad.

Umpires S Kuhlman & J James

Points: Cornwall 2, Dorset 3

Day 2
No Play due to rain

Day 3
No Play due to rain

Match abandoned as a draw Cornwall 6 pts, Dorset 7 pts
