Oxfordshire v Cornwall 11 to 13 June 2006 at Challow & Childrey. 

Scroll down for Match reports

Oxfordshire won the toss.

 
OXFORDSHIRE First Innings 


K R Mustow b Hunkin 2 
S L Hole c Pearce b Hands 28 
C A Haupt st Edwards b Sharp 144 
R J Williams run out 36 
A P Cook lbw Hands12 
J P Hewitt lbw Sharp 0 
I A Hawtin c Pearce b Sharp11 
K A Arnold c Curnow b Sharp 0 
J A V Phillips lbw Hands 5 
D Slade lbw Hands 0 
P P White not out 0 
Extras 20 
TOTAL (81.1 overs) 258 
Fall: 1-11, 2-77, 3-157, 4-177, 5-188, 6-251, 7-253, 8-258, 9-258. 
Bowling: Harrison 10-5-19-0, Hunkin 13-0-43-1, Penberthy 6-4-5-0, Roberts 5-0-22-0, Sharp 21.1-3-97-4, JM Hands 26-7-62-4.

CORNWALL First Innings 
J M Hands ret hurt 16 
N S Curnow lbw b Arnold 0 
T G Sharp c Phillips b White 37 
A L Penberthy not out 46 
G M Thomas b Phillips 13 
B P Price not out 0 
Extras 13 
TOTAL (3wkts, 36 overs) 125 
Fall: 1-5, 2-68, 3-119. 
Bowling: Hewitt 8-1-43-0, Arnold 10-5-24-1, White 8-2-36-1, Phillips 10-4-19-1. 
To bat: A M Pearce, C A Hunkin, R J Harrison, G D Edwards, C M  Roberts. 
Umpires: K Coburn & M Miller.

Day 2 

CORNWALL First Innings ctd 
A L Penberthy c Haupt b Phillips 60 
B P Price lbw Arnold 14 
C A Hunkin lbw Arnold 76 
A M Pearce c Haupt b White18 
J M Hands b Hewitt 24 
C M Roberts not out 38 
G D Edwards c Haupt b Phillips 52 
R J Harrison not out1 
Extras 21 
TOTAL (9 wkts, 90 overs)354 
Bowling: Hewitt 16-2-76-1, Arnold 23-6-66-3, White 19-5-93-2, Phillips 25-4-88-3, Slade 7-2-20-0. 
Fall ctd: 4-156, 5-156, 6-196, 7-215, 8-268, 9-348.

 
OXFORDSHIRE Second Innings 
K R Mustoe c Hunkin b Harrison 0 
S L Hole not out 54 
C A Haupt b Penberthy 16 
R J Williams c&b Hands 25 
A P Cook not out 19 
Extras 4 
TOTAL (3wkts, 62 overs) 118 
Bowling: Harrison 6-1-14-1, Hunkin 5-2-10-0, Penberthy 13-6-14-1, Hands 25-11-57-1, Sharp 12-3-20-0, Thomas 1-1-1-0. 
Fall: 1-0, 2-32, 3-63. 
Points: Cornwall 8, Oxfordshire 5 

Umpires: K Coburn & M Miller.
Day 3

OXFORDSHIRE Second Innings ctd 
S L Hole st Edward b Hands 62 
A P Cook lbw Sharp 63 
I A Hawton c Edwards b Sharp2 
J P Hewitt b Hands 12 
J A B Phillips c Penberthy b Sharp16 
D Slade lbw Sharp 0 
P P White not out 0 
Extras 7 
TOTAL (9wkts dec) 203 
Did not bat: K A Arnold. 
Fall ctd: 4-140, 5-153, 6-176, 7-192, 8-198, 9-203. 
Bowling: Harrison 6-1-14-1, Hunkin 11-4-20-0, Penberthy 13-6-14-1, Hands 46-20-95-3, Sharp 38.4-14-54-4, Thomas 1-1-0-0.

CORNWALL Second Innings 
N S Curnow lbw Arnold 11 
A L Penberthy c Hole b Hewitt 0 
T G Sharp c sub b Arnold 13 
G M Thomas not out 31 
C A Hunkin c Slade b Hewitt 20 
G D Edwards not out 25 
Extras 8 
TOTAL (4wkts, 20.4 overs) 108 
Fall: 1-1, 2-29, 3-30, 4-57. 
Bowling: Hewitt 9-2-32-2, Arnold 10-1-50-2, Phillips 1.3-0-19-0. 
Points: Cornwall 24, Oxfordshire 6. 

Umpires: K Coburn & M Miller. 
Cornwall won by 6wkts 

Match reports by Mike Barlow (Western Morning News)
Day 1

CORNWALL will look to take advantage of ideal batting conditions today as they chase their first winning start for 32 years in the Minor Counties Championship.

Cornwall will resume on 125 for three, 123 behind Oxfordshire but with the dangerous Tony Penberthy and Ben Price at the crease and the weather set fair, there are plenty of runs to be made at Challow & Childrey.

After winning the toss, Oxfordshire were indebted to an impressive 144 from Craig Hauptman as the rest of their batters failed to take advantage of the conditions.

Opener Simon Hole made 28 and Rob Williams was looking good on 36 when run out while trying to force the pace but apart from them, only two home batters made it into double figures and their first innings produced a below-par 258.

South African Haupt felt quite at home on a hard, dry wicket with a lightning-quick outfield and struck 23 fours and one six as the wickets fell around him .

He was eventually undone by the nagging accuracy of Tom Sharp's off spin and in an effort to knock the Cornish skipper out of the attack, came down the track and was stumped by Gavin Edwards.

Sharp finished with figures of four for 97 but pick of the bowlers was James Hands, whose slow left-armers were equally effective in frustrating the home batters and his four for 62 included seven overs in a marathon 26-over spell.

Cornwall's reply started badly with the loss of Neil Curnow without scoring and the early departure of fellow opener Hands, who retired hurt after being struck on the arm by a rising delivery from paceman Keith Arnold.

Curnow was trapped lbw by the same bowler and although Gary Thomas - fresh from a century the previous day with St Just in the Cornwall League suffered a rare lapse and was bowled by James Philllips for 13 - Sharp hit a quickfire 37, including seven fours to ensure Cornwall have the advantage going into day two.

Penberthy has already taken six fours and two sixes off the home attack and will be looking to convert his overnight tally into a big score today.

Day 2

CORNWALL will need to make early inroads this morning when Oxfordshire resume 22 runs ahead on the final day of the Minor Counties clash at Challow & Childrey.

The hosts are 118 for three with hard-hitting Simon Hole still at the crease and looking to improve on the half century reached midway through the afternoon session yesterday.

However, they have lost first innings century maker Craig Haupt, cleaned bowled by Tony Penberthy for 16 - and Cornwall will fancy their chances of running through the order, given the host's dismal performance with the bat on day one, when only Haupt took advantage of ideal batting conditions.

After resuming on 125 for three, Cornwall progressed to 354 for nine off the 90 overs available on first innings. and a lead of 96 runs, Chris Hunkin holding the innings together with a 76-run run knock that included 11 fours. 

Hunkin was eighth-wicket down and will have been mortified to miss out on a century after falling lbw to Keith Arnold in a rare misjudgement against a pace bowler he had dominated through the day.

But should Cornwall win today and end a 32-year wait for success at the start of a Minor Counties Championship campaign, it is the Grampound Road skipper who will take much of the credit.

Earlier, Cornwall opener Penberthy could add only 14 to his overnight score before attempting a trademark cut and being caught by Haupt at point off James Phillips.

Ben Price was next to go, another lbw victim for Arnold for 14 and after the departures of Martin Pearce (18) and James Hands (24), Hunkin found ready partners in Gavin Edwards and Chris Roberts, the former reaching his half century before being caught by Haupt at mid-off while attempting to drive Phillips His knock included one six and six fours. Roberts, making his debut, was undefeated with a very valuable 38. The young Grampound Road all rounder was an eleventh hour replacement for Nick George, who suffered an achilles injury on Saturday for St Just at Werrington. 

The innings closed on 354 for nine and Oxfordshire's second visit to the crease got off to a disastrous start, when Keith Mustoe departed without scoring, caught at point by Hunkin off the bowling of Newquay paceman Rob Harrison. Rob Williams' run of bad luck continued when, following his unfortunate run-out the previous day, he fell victim to a miraculous catch by James Hands off his own bowling.

Williams' full-blooded drive was struck sweetly but was intercepted by Hands who recovered from his follow-through to snatch the ball out of the air above his head. It was the Cornish player's 99th Championship wicket. However, Hole is still there and the visiting bowlers will target his partner, Adam Cook as they seek the breakthrough this morning.

Day 3

IT was a day of milestones in Oxfordshire yesterday as Cornwall got their Minor Counties Championship campaign off to a flying start.

The Duchy's six-wicket victory at Challow & Childrey means Tom Sharp's men finally laid to rest the opening match hoodoo that has dogged them for over for three decades.

Apart from that rare opening victory, the match also provided veteran James Hands with his 100th Championship wicket and means he is now only the 10th person to score 1,000 runs and take 100 wickets for Cornwall in the Championship.

Skipper Sharp was delighted to hit the ground running and said: "A first win is crucial because it means we're not chasing for the rest of the season as we have in the past few years.

"there have been times in the last few years when we've come very close to winning the whole thing and we've pinpointed a couple of games where, had things gone our way then we would have won. At the same time, if we had got off to a better start, that would have been better for us as well so we're really pleased.''

Hands played a major role in overcast conditions as he and fellow spinner Sharp took full advantage of the old ball on a wearing wicket. The two took seven wickets between them as the Cornish pacemen took a back seat.

Resuming on 118 for three 22 runs ahead, the hosts declared on 203 for nine and, despite the loss of nearly two hours to heavy rain, their lead of 107 was never adequate and Cornwall had little trouble in reaching the target.

It had looked less rosy in the morning session when conditions still favoured the batsmen and the Cornish bowlers had to work hard.

Oxfordshire's overnight survivors, Simon Hole and Adam Cook both reached their half centuries before Hands broke the deadlock with that milestone wicket, Hole stumped by Gavin Edwards for 62.

After that the wickets fell regularly as the visitors' bowlers kept plugging away and were into the Oxfordshire tail shortly after lunch. Sharp's dismissal of James Phillips for 16 - brilliantly caught by Tony Penberthy at leg slip signalled the end of resistance and Cornwall were left with the comparatively simple run chase to secure the points.

An early two-hour break for rain halted Sharp and opener Neil Curnow in full flow after Penberthy had departed without scoring.

Both batsmen fell victim to Oxfordshire medium pace Keith Arnold shortly after the resumption and it was left to Gary Thomas (31no) and Edwards (25no) to complete the job.

