Wales v Cornwall at St Helens, Swansea 23-25 July 2006

Cornwall left Swansea with heads held high after a dramatic third and final day's play in their Minor Counties Championship game with Wales Minor Counties. The last wicket partnership between Matt Robins and Lee Caddy, survived for a draw and in the end were only 55 runs short of achieving the seemingly impossible fourth innings task of making 432.  In fact at one stage during the afternoon the unthinkable was still possible as Cornwall reached 233-2 with Tom Sharp (96) and Anthony Penberthy (107)  going well and sharing a third wicket stand of 141.  Another 199 was needed from around 36 overs but both batsmen were dismissed. With the middle order of Gary Thomas, Ben Price and Chris Hunkin only making 27 between them the opportunity to record the most stunning, and unlikely, of victories had passed.  Cornwall started the last hour 125 runs short with seven wickets down.   They lost Dan Stephens and Neil Ivamy as the Welsh sensed victory but sixteen year old Robins, in his debut game, and Caddy frustrated the home attack to add 40 runs in a tense finish to a scorching hot day.   Before lunch  Karl Turner made 46 to get Cornwall off to a good start as they reached 130 for 2 at the interval.

Cornwall began the game with three teenage debutants in their starting eleven. Matt Robins, who was originally selected, was joined by Newquay's Joe Crane and Camborne's Daniel Stephens.  They had replaced the injured Neil Curnow and Rob Harrison on the eve of the game. Cornwall did well on the opening day to bowl Wales out for 257 in the last of their 90 available overs. Caddy, back in the team, made an early breakthrough getting rid of Gareth Rees. Hunkin followed with the wicket of Rhidian Harries.  The spinners then took over with Sharp taking 5 for 93 from 29.1 overs and Ivamy 3 for 65 from 19 overs.  Cornwall were left with 25 overs on the first evening but it all went wrong.  Crane was dismissed for 8 and Turner run out for 7.  Thomas (9), Penberthy (19) and Price (3) followed as the visitors were struggling at 51 for 5 at the close. On the second morning the Duchy were bowled out for 146 inside 54 overs. Sharp made 27, Hunkin 26 and Robins 23 in his debut innings.  In very hot conditions Wales piled on the runs in their second innings to make 320 for 3 before the declaration came after 70 overs.  Rhidian Harries made 102, Michael Clayden 78 not out and Gareth Rees 63. Sharp took 2 for 51 from 12 overs.  It left Cornwall a massive  432 to win in around 107 overs.  Crane and Turner saw out the five overs on the second evening at 15 without loss to set up what was to prove a memorable third day. 

Cornwall's next game is against Devon at St Austell starting on Sunday 6th August. Devon are hot favourites to win the division having won all four games with the latest against Shropshire at Bridgnorth this week.

Wales won the toss and batted

WALES First Innings 

G P Rees b Caddy 7 

W G Bragg lbw Sharp 59 

R E Harries c Turner b Hunkin 12 

M J Clayden c Turner b Sharp 29 

A J Jones c Robins b Sharp 58 

M J Fisher c Turner b Ivamy 20 

J A R Harris c Crane b Ivamy 30 

K D Tudge c Price b Sharp 28 

M R Beacham st Turner b Sharp 4 

M Arif c Sharp b Ivamy 2 

A C Shingler not out 1 

Extras 7 

TOTAL (all out, 89.1 overs) 257 

Bowling: Stephens 19-7-37-0, Caddy 12-4-34-1, Hunkin 10-1-22-1, Sharp 29.1-1-93-5, Ivamy 19-1-65-3. 

Fall: 1-28, 2-61, 3- 95, 4-112, 5-153, 6-221, 7-224, 8-249, 8-254, 9-257. 

CORNWALL First Innings 

J G Crane c Bragg b Shingler 8 

K I B Turner run out 7

G M Thomas c Harries b Beacham 9 

A L Penberthy lbw Beacham 19

B P Price lbw Beacham 3 

M L Robins c Jones b Tudge 23

T G Sharp c Rees b Harris 27

C A Hunkin c Harris b Arif 26

D P Stephens run out 10

N Ivamy not out 0

LM Caddy lbw Tudge 0

Extras 14

TOTAL (all out 53.4 overs) 146 

Bowling : Harris 13-5-31-1, Shingler 13-3-48-1, Beacham 12-5-30-3, Arif 4-3-6-1, Tudge 11.4-2-24-2.

Fall: 1-11, 2-38, 3-38, 4-50, 5-51, 6-94, 7-112, 8-143, 9-146, 10-146 

WALES Second Innings 

G P Rees c Thomas b Sharp 63

W G Bragg b Sharp 41

R E Harries c Hunkin b Ivamy 102

M J Clayden not out 78

M J Fisher not out 30

Extras 6

TOTAL (3 wkts dec. 70 overs) 320 

Bowling: D P Stephens 5-1-17-0, L M Caddy 11-0-64-0, C A Hunkin 12-1-49-0, T G Sharp 12-3-51-2, N Ivamy 18-1-85-1, G M Thomas 12-1-52-0.

Fall: 1-80, 2-145, 3-259 

CORNWALL Second Innings 

J G Crane c Jones b Arif 5 

K I B Turner c Jones b Shingler 46 

T G Sharp c Clayden b Tudge 96 

A L Penberthy lbw Beacham  107 

G M Thomas c Rees b Tudge 12 

B P Price lbw Shingler 14 

C A Hunkin c Clayden b Tudge 1 

M L Robins not out 35 

D P Stephens lbw Harris 11 

N Ivamy c Clayden b Shingler 6 

L M Caddy not out 28 

Extras 16 

TOTAL (9 wkts, 107 overs) 377 

Bowling: Harris 21-8-37-1, Shingler 22-8-84-3, Arif 3-0-23-1, Beacham 16-1-76-1, Tudge 29-6-84-3, Fisher 16-1-62-0. 

Fall 1-28, 2-92, 3-233, 4-275, 5-275, 6-290, 7-290, 8-311, 9-337

Result: Match drawn Wales (10pts), Cornwall (8pts) 

