2007 Jolly’s Drinks Cornwall Cricket League Preview

Another season sees yet another change of format to the ECB Cornwall Premier League. Last year’s set up of eight teams playing each other on three occasions continues. However clubs have voted 6-2 in favour of reverting to a split season format for 2007. The ECB requirement of 110 over home and away games, with a draw option, remains but the third game will now be a straight 50 overs per side win or lose game, as was the case a couple of seasons ago. An added twist this year will be that bowlers will be restricted to 10 overs apiece only. To make the system viable the League have devised a new fixture schedule, interlinking with the respective 2nd XI’s requirements for home and away games in the other divisions  of the League. In simple terms all the 50 over games will be played at the start of the season. Then from June 9th the remainder of the campaign will see the 110 over ‘Time’ games. One benefit for the Cornwall players involved is that the schedule dovetails nicely with Cornwall’s one day MCCA Trophy games at the start of the season, followed by Championship cricket from mid-June.

Other changes for 2007 are that Official umpires will be assessed and marked by the captains in the Premier League and County Division 1.

Premier and  County Division 1 Clubs may obtain the services of one professional overseas player/coach, suitably qualified, and with an approved coaching schedule for the development of the Club/Area. 

Other changes that affect the entire 14 divisions of the League, in which 156 teams are due to participate include:- 

· All players must be a minimum of 12 years of age on the actual match day.

· Any player in the Under 13 Age  group must have written parental consent before being allowed to play. The League will  also require a testimonial from a qualified coach on the player’s technical ability.

· ‘On the day’ registration of players will be permitted in Division 2 and below.

· In any case where there has been a breach of the Code of Conduct the CCL Disciplinary Committee will act solely in deciding upon the penalty to be imposed. A Tariff of Warnings / Suspensions is also introduced.

· To end the necessity for some Division 2 clubs having to move from their natural geographical section of the League promotion and relegation from Division 2 & below will in future be subject to the geographical status of the two teams relegated from County Division 1. In the event of two County Division 1 teams from the same section being relegated there will either be 1 up or 1 down only from each division in the Western and Eastern sections.

· There has been an increase in prize monies to over £3,000 across all divisions. In a bid to spread the money to all levels the runners-up in each division, outside of the Premier & County 1, will now receive £50 on top of the existing £125 to the winners.

Five new teams have entered the League this season. Gunnislake return, after a ten year gap and will play in the newly formed East Zone of Division 6 along with Bude Thirds who will play at Holsworthy C C . Meanwhile Tregony seconds, St Newlyn East seconds and Grampound Road fourths will play in the West Zone in a move to help travelling at the lowest level.  Elsewhere Gerrans  and Perranporth have swopped back to their original sections in Division 3 as have Newquay Fourths, St Erme Seconds and Ladock seconds to their respective eastern lower divisions.

St Ives and Camborne Seconds have been promoted to Division 2 in the west while Roche and Menheniot take their place in Division 2 East. Both the first and second XI’s of Mullion and Menheniot find themselves playing in higher divisions. The season runs to September 1st with the County Finals scheduled a week later on Saturday 8th September.

Premier League Previews

St Just set out to win a fourth successive title and will surely be the team to beat again under the leadership of Gareth May with professional David Roberts and Gary Thomas looking to continue their domination of the batting averages. St Just have some personnel changes however with kiwi Dewayne Bowden having moved to the Midlands to become Shifnal’s professional in the Birmingham Premier League. He is replaced by Kieran Noema- Barnett from Otago, New Zealand a  medium pace bowler and right hand bat. Other newcomers are Chris Jelley, a right hand batsman & wicket keeper from Exeter St. James, batsman Andy Birkett who previously played for St Buryan and Launceston and quick bowler Gary Rollins who played for Falmouth, and famously took 10 wickets in a win for Cornwall against Devon, in 2004. One absentee will be long serving,  hard hitting all rounder Nigel Smitheram who has moved from West Penwith and returns to his former village club of Leedstown. St Just start their title defence at Newquay.

Truro will be looking to go one better this year having been runners-up to St Just in each of the last three seasons. A strong finish last year saw three late wins and a draw catapult the city club up to second spot. This was after a poor start which saw them at the foot of the table at the end of May. There was a steady improvement but, in a most competitive division,  they were still nervously looking over their shoulders at the relegation zone as late as early August. 

The captain Tom Sharp led from the front to enjoy a fine all round season. His 765 runs was the fourth best in the Premier League while with the ball he topped the list of wicket-takers with 41 to his name. Club professional Sharp will again lead the side this year with experienced Jonathan Kent his deputy. A new face at Boscawen Park will be 34 year –old Chris Martin, a left handed opening batsman and wicket-keeper. His job has brought him to the county from Shropshire. He has spent 18 years at Wellington C C who in recent years rose from the Shropshire League to win back to back ECB Birmingham Premier League titles. Martin has been one of the mainstays of the club and is currently club chairman. In recent seasons he has also become a regular in the Shropshire Minor County team making 14 championship appearances and five one-day starts. He featured in Shropshire’s last visit to Cornwall in 2005 when Cornwall famously made a record fourth innings score of 322 to win the game by 8 wickets, with David Roberts and Anthony Penberthy both hitting unbeaten centuries. Martin had top scored in the visitors’ second innings with 62. Last year he played in four of the six Championship games making 173 runs from 6 innings with a top score of 76 against Berkshire. The Cornwall selectors will no doubt follow his early season club form with interest this year. The rest of the Truro squad looks to be much as last year with the exception of left-arm spinner Andrew Libby who has moved to St Austell. Vice-captain Jonathan Kent, Julian Bose and Alex Tunnadine led the support to Sharp with the bat in 2006, all featuring well in the Division’s averages. Much will be expected from young Richard Lewis who did well to take 31 wickets last year. Former Cricket Development Manager Tim Marrion and Ryan Driver are also expected to play on an occasional basis when they are in the county.

A new era begins at Falmouth this season with Duncan Ayres taking over the captaincy from Sean Hooper who has moved back to his home town club. He has taken up a position as Director of Cricket at Wheal Eliza. It ends an association with Falmouth Cricket Club that goes back, off and on, over the past 24 years. He has held the post of captain for around eight seasons and was made a life-member of the club in recognition of his services along with Steve (Gnome) young who has retired from playing after giving excellent service. Ironically last season was one of Hooper’s best with the bat as he finished third in the Premier League batting averages scoring 851 runs at an average of over 56. 

Life moves on though and everyone at Trescobeas is looking forward to pulling together and providing the success on the field to reflect the huge progress achieved off the field in recent seasons. on the field 2006 was one of mixed fortunes and the prospect of a possible first ever relegation from the top flight went right to the final weekend of the season.  Defeat against Truro on the final day and favourable results for Hayle and Camborne would have seen Falmouth go down. As it turned out probably never has a wet Saturday gone down so well at Trescobeas. The wash out across the county was enough to secure their status, without having to worry about events elsewhere.

For 2007 in addition to Hooper the left arm pace bowler Matt Woods will not be available as he has completed his studies in the area.  On the plus side however the Combined University of Cornwall have provided a couple of 20 year olds. Gordon Whorlow is a left handed batsman while Harry Roberts is a right armed seamer.  Also joining is the talented former St Gluvias all rounder and skipper Jonathan Udy.

The League’s new boys are Paul who will make their eagerly awaited first ever appearance in the top flight. Club stalwart Paul Osborne has taken over the captaincy from Neil Pengelly. A big boost should be the acquisition of experienced all rounder Justin Stephens as professional. 27 year-old Stephens, whose family originates from the village, made his name at St Buryan before moving to St Just and Penzance whilst also enjoying an illustrious county career with over 50 appearances. Young batsman Ryan Edwards also returns ‘home’ after a year at Falmouth and New Zealander all rounder Dave Twigg replaces fellow countryman B.J.Crook. Australian Mitchell Connell from Brisbane, a batsman/spin bowler, has also joined the club.

Hayle, who narrowly escaped relegation last season, have signed former Helston and Truro young batsman Chris Martin while Simon Keast, who formerly played for the club as well as Troon and Penzance, makes a return. South African Ryan Colyn comes back but Thom Berry is not available. Quick bowler Marlon Franklyn from Barbados is also joining the club which will again be led by all rounder Martin Jenkin. He will have Wayne and Kevin Jenkin, Steve Pollard, Paul Lello and Jason Weeks in a strong batting line up.

Newquay will again be led by Cornwall all rounder Rob Harrison with Barry Purchase his deputy.  Steve Mason and Dan Davies won’t be available while Peter Emery has returned to Grampound Road and Giles Reynolds and Jamie Phillips moved to Wadebridge. There are a couple of new faces however. Dylan De Beer is a batsman / wicket-keeper and Mark Edgehill a batsman.  Young Joe Crane will be looking for another good season with the bat as spinner Neil  Ivamy will no doubt be a threat.

Grampound Road enjoyed a good season last year to finish fourth and they will again be under the leadership of Chris Hunkin. In addition to Peter Emery South African Ryan Van Wyk has been signed and seam bowler Ben Briscoe who has moved to the area from Cheshire. A loss will be that of long serving wicket-keeper batsman Dave Wilton who has joined Wadebridge. Martin Roberts, Kris Harris and all rounder Martin Pearce will be the backbone of the side.

Werrington impressed last year finishing third  and will rely on the same squad this season with Ben Smeeth continuing as skipper and Darren Johns vice-captain. As their young team matures some predict that they will be capable of making a serious bid for the title in the not too distant future. Adam Hodgson underlined the talent at the North Cornwall club when held the Cornwall innings together with 65 in a pre season warm up game against the Cornwall Under 21’s. Young all rounders Matt Robins and Alex Smeeth look destined for Cornwall honours.

County 1 Preview

County Division 1 remains the only division to re-arrange games called off due to weather. There are five West Cornwall participants, and three from the middle of the county while the remaining  four are all on the Devon border, ensuring plenty of lengthy match-day travel. Camborne, who were relegated on the final day of last season, are new to the division along with the northern outpost of Bude (North Cornwall C C ) who make their debut in the countywide divisions. They dramatically pipped Truro Seconds on  the final day last season. All rounder brothers Ashley and Sam Hockin played leading parts in their 2006 success. They have signed Australian batsman and off spinner Scott Perkins who made his mark in County 1 playing for St Minver a few years ago.

Camborne look to have the potential to make an immediate return to the top flight. Their new cricket Development Officer, replacing Bronwell Williams,  is 34 year-old Amay Khurasiya who made 12 one day international appearance for India and hit a fifty on his debut against Sri Lanka in 1999. He is a left hander and slow left arm bowler and with a wealth of first class experience should have plenty to offer. Paul Berryman, whose career seemingly came to a premature end due to injury, is fit again and will lead the side. Former skipper Malcolm Pooley will promote the youth cricket within the club at lower levels. Dominic Bostock has recovered from his shoulder injury which ruled him out for most of 2006. Daniel Mitchell has recovered from a broken leg while Simon Blackburn from Perran-ar-worthal and Rob Floyd from Beacon add to a strong looking squad. Also missing from last year though  are Karl Turner (to Penzance), Darren Shorland and  David Pascoe. 

Neighbours Troon have appointed former Beacon skipper Steve Eddy as their new captain. The village club will be looking to turn the corner having flirted with relegation last season. They have retained the former Somerset and Derbyshire player James Bryant as professional. His inclusion, and vital runs, in the final weeks of last season gave a timely boost. Joining the club is 20 year old Australian Ben McPhee while two former players make returns. Damien Trease, after a spell at Beacon, and Shane Richards via Porthleven, Beacon and Paul. Chris Rowe steps down from first team action and Simon Moyle is unavailable.

Redruth under the captaincy of Scott James have retained all of their squad. Dave Simpson is the professional and all rounder Joe Parsons from Cheltenham  joins the club having played a season for Perran-ar-worthal a few years ago. St Gluvias were reprieved relegation last year due to Ludgvan being denied promotion as their ground was deemed not up to the required standard. The loss of Jon Udy to Falmouth will no doubt be a blow. A new signing is South African Tebogo Makinita. Likewise last year’s runners up Penzance will miss the all round talents of Justin Stephens. Skipper Tony Riggall will be able to call on Cornwall player Karl Turner who has transferred from Camborne. Two overseas players, New Zealander Paul Thornton and Australian Hamish Lewis have joined.

Gorran enjoyed a good 2006 season and with star batsman Dan Laming, who topped the Division 1 averages last year hitting over 1,200 runs, due to return in early May hopes will be high again with the rest of the squad intact. Skipper James Tomlinson will also be able to call on South African all rounder Elias Tlhabanyane later on in the season. St Austell’s new Director of Cricket Sean Hooper is really looking forward to the challenge of helping his home town club return to the Premier League at the earliest opportunity. The strong young squad from last year is supplemented by the addition of Andrew Libby from Truro and the return from injury of strike bowling all rounder Gary Bone. Indian coach Umesh Patwal who worked with Hooper at the World Cricket Academy and youngsters Liam Watson and Steve Raven will also add depth to the bowling attack as well as lengthen the batting order.

 Wadebridge will be looking to build on their mid table finishes of the past two seasons. Skipper Nick Yelland will be able to call upon former Grampound Road wicket-keeper batsman Dave Wilton and the Newquay pairing of Giles Reynolds and Jamie Phillips. Off the field improvements have been made to the pavilion and a new electronic scoreboard is being installed at Egloshayle Road.

In the east Luckett are looking to build on last year’s successes where they finished sixth after promotion. Captain Adrian Warne has a new all rounder in Gavin Wallis who has made the move down from Launceston. Following pavilion improvements last year a new scorebox and sightscreens upgrade will add to the facilities at the Chapel field. Neighbours Callington finished a comfortable fifth last year without ever threatening to make an immediate return to the Premier League. They have gained promising youngster Luke Davis from Tideford. Launceston ensured their survival with a last day win after a poor second half to the 2006 season. Jon Parsons captains a team that has James McCallum returning and a couple of likely new players from Australia in the line up. Luke Byron is a batsman and Emmanuel Coomaraswamy  a bowler.
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